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From Hands-On Care to Entrusted Care: Intergenerational Cooperation and

Ethical Reconfiguration in Rural Elder—Care Services in China
Xi Heng Li Zirw

Abstract ; Against the backdrop of population ageing, sustained rural-urban migration and rural—community hollowing—out, tradi-
tional family—based elder—care in rural China can hardly be fulfilled by families on their own, and this has become a consensus for so-
cial governance. Based on observations of the status quo of rural elder—care in China, this paper finds that the analytical perspective of
“filial entrustment—agency” provides a new angle for responsibility reconstruction and ethical reshaping of family—based rural elder—
care. “Entrustment” in rural elder—care refers to intergenerational redistribution and cooperative choices between older parents and a-
dult children under the constraints of modern—social labor—resource conditions, aiming to realize a win—win outcome ; the elderly obtain
professional care while adult children gain economic returns. To guarantee the realization of benefits from family intergenerational coop-
eration, we should construct a tiered, classified and shared—responsibility governance mechanism for elder—care entrustment in rural
areas. We should set boundaries of entrustment based on the separability of care—giving duties, match care demands with service capac-
ity, and build an institutional chain covering “access—performance—supervision—sanction”. The transformation of rural elder—care is es-
sentially the institutional and ethical reconstruction of the notion of “filial piety” under conditions of expanded socialized care services.
We should construct a collaborative governance system with continuity of family responsibility as the core, supported by state basic
guarantees , embedded social services and coordinated rural—community networks. This collaborative system represents a viable direction
for the modernization of rural elder—care in China.

Key words:rural elder—care; filial entrustment—agency; intergenerational cooperative gains; ethical community
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