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Research on Early Childhood Care: A Case Study of Beijing
................................................................................................................... Zheng Gongcheng, Lei Yuecheng 3

Abstract: Against the backdrop of declining fertility rates and profound demographic transformation,
early childhood care has become a key issue in improving child welfare, alleviating fertility anxiety, and
promoting a fertility-friendly society. Based on the demographic and governance context of Beijing as
a megacity, this paper systematically reviews relevant theories of low fertility rates, and provides an in-
depth analysis of the policy design and implementation status of early childhood care in Beijing. The study
finds that Beijing has initially established a policy framework covering fertility support, childcare services,
parenting support, and employment-friendly measures, with pioneering significance in terms of universal
childcare supply and institutional innovation. However, issues remain, such as vague policy concepts,
insufficient operational feasibility, weak policy system integration, and a disconnect between supply
and diverse family needs. By comparing practical experiences from other regions in China, this paper
further proposes optimization pathways for building a high-quality early childhood care system, including
clarifying policy orientations, strengthening regional and population coordination, enhancing supply
flexibility and precision, improving cross-sector collaborative governance mechanisms, and fostering a

fertility- and family-friendly environment at the socio-cultural level.

Impact of the Outpatient Pooling Reform on the Sustainability of the Basic
Medical Insurance Pooling Fund for Employees: A Policy Simulation Study
............................................................................... Yang Hualei, Cao Shunzi, Li Shuangshuang, Tang Lili 20

Abstract: Maintaining the long-term balance of medical insurance funds is a prerequisite for ensuring
the stable functioning of the insurance system. This study focuses on the major policy adjustment of the
outpatient pooling reform for employee medical insurance, aiming to systematically assess its impact on the
long-term financial status of both insured individuals and the pooling fund. Using data from the 2018 China
Health and Retirement Longitudinal Study (CHARLS) for benchmark regression to identify the direct effect
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