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The Generation Logic, Ideal Types, and Future Development of
“Proactive—Preventive” Social Policies
ZHU Jianhua, ZENG Kexin

Abstract: The evolution of social policies is essentially reflected in the timing and approach of national
capacity intervention in individual risks based on the cognitive foundation of risk forms, and presents different
types of social policies on the basis of continuously deepening institutional responses to risks. The social risk
theory, social policy evolution, risk forms and structural changes, capacity poverty, and social investment the-
ory are the cognitive basis, transformation basis, practical motivation, and goal orientation of the “proactive—
prevention”social policy, which is its generation logic. Under the guidance of building a resilient social policy
system, the ideal characteristics of the “proactive— prevention” type of social policy are manifested in the pre—
positioning and full cycle coverage of intervention timing, as well as the precision and systematicity of interven-
tion approach. This mainly includes expanding the policy target to vulnerable groups and emphasizing continu-
ous governance, focusing on a combination of composite policy tools, presenting a multi-layered network
structure for policy governance, and tilting social policy funding towards investment expenditures. The future
development of “proactive— preventive” social policies will deeply respond to the systemic challenges brought
about by economic structural transformation, demographic changes, and technological revolution, and shift to-
wards more resilient forms of social policies.

Keywords: “Proactive—preventive” social policy; Intervention timing; Approach of intervention; Resil-

ient social policy
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