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Bringing Back Publicness: Path Selection for Good Governance in Community Philanthropy Practices
Shu Wen Zheng Gongcheng

[ Abstract |Publicness is crucial to the construction of grassroots governance systems and the enhancement of
governance capacity, serving as both a prerequisite for and a key objective of good governance at the
grassroots level. Faced with the current challenge of dissolving publicness in community public spaces,
can community philanthropy—as the foundation and an important development direction of philanthropy
with Chinese characteristics—bring "publicness" back into theoretical and practical focus? Based on
theories of publicness and spatial production, this paper examines the governance functions and current
practices of community philanthropy. The study finds that community philanthropy takes the reshaping
of spiritual space as its starting point, the construction of material space as its operational lever, and the
cultivation of social space as its ultimate goal. It effectively fosters trust among actors, safeguards the
rights and interests of the vulnerable group, and helps create a better life. In doing so, it successfully
achieves the reproduction of publicness within community public spaces, offering a new path selection
for building a governance community characterized by co—construction, co—governance, and shared
benefits, thereby promoting grassroots good governance. Although preliminary results have been achieved
in community philanthropy practices across various regions, it is crucial to address the risk of deviation
from publicness principles, such as insufficient mutual benefit among actors, limitations in the scope of
beneficiaries and activities, and a lack of a systematic methods.

[ Keywords ] publicness, community public space, community philanthropy , good governance

[ Authors |Shu Wen is Ph.D. Candidate at the School of Labor and Human Resources, Renmin University of China;
Zheng Gongcheng is Professor at the Center for Social Security Studies, Renmin University of China, and

President of the China Association of Social Security. Beijing 100872

2026 % 3 H 71
hE4NM  https://www.cnki.net



