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From “Physical Inflow” to “Digital Presence”: A Paradigm Reconstruction of Social Integration
for the Migrant Population

CAO Xin-bang & ZHANG Xin-long
( School of Law and Public Administration, Nanjing University of Information Science & Technology,
Nanjing, 210044)

Abstract: High-level social integration of the migrant population is an intrinsic requirement of people-
centered new urbanization. The paradigm shift in social integration of the migrant population during the digital
transformation process is undergoing a profound change from “physical presence” to “digital presence”. Under
the passive adaptation paradigm of “physical inflow”, constrained by physical migration and institutional barriers,
the integration process often falls into structural dilemmas characterized by suspended identity recognition,
closed social relations, and exclusion from public rights. By contrast, the active construction paradigm of “digital
presence” enables migrants, through three key mechanisms, namely digital identity formation, the reconstruction
of social interaction scenarios, and access to digital rights, to gradually overcome geographical and institutional
constraints and to achieve multidimensional social integration within “spaces of mobility”. Therefore, it is
necessary to build a more inclusive system of digital governance at the institutional, social, and cultural levels, so
as to facilitate more comprehensive social integration of the migrant population in the digital era.
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