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A Comparison of Community Philanthropy in China and the West:

Cultural Explanations and Institutional Practices

Zhou Yuanyuan
(School of Public Administration and Emergency Management, Jinan University, Guangzhou 510632, China)

Abstract: The development of community philanthropy exhibits distinct national diversity. A
systematic comparison of community philanthropy in China and the West not only concerns the
identification of characteristics unique to Chinese community philanthropy but also touches upon the
deeper underlying causes of social governance across different civilizations. Taking "cultural genes" as
the core explanatory factor, this paper constructs a holistic analytical framework integrating theory,
practice and risk, exploring the deeper roots of these differences beyond superficial institutional forms.
The study finds that the West has developed a jurisprudence-driven model grounded in contractual
ethics, emphasizing individual orientation, community empowerment, rule-based governance, and
legal pluralism, while China has evolved a "relationship-based" model rooted in benevolence ethics,
characterized by collective orientation, grassroots good governance, relationship-based governance,
and administrative dominance. This paper further argues that these two models are not simply binary
opposites but choices made by human societies based on different cultural endowments to address the
challenges of modernity. The future of Chinese-style community philanthropy lies in exploring the
path of "creative transformation" of traditional culture in modern society, balancing government
leadership with social vitality, traditional values with modern rule of law, and building a new
ecosystem of community philanthropy with Chinese characteristics.

Keywords: community philanthropy; China—West comparison; cultural explanations; institutional

practices; risks and challenges
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