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Policy Paradigms of Social Security in the Process of Modernization and
China's Choice

Yu Shu
(College of Humanities & Social Development, Northwest Agriculiure and Foresiry University, Xianyang

712100, China)

Abstract: Embedded in the process of modernization, the social security system has developed two
typical policy paradigms through its interaction with modernization: the social rights paradigm, which
views social security as the promise of modernization, and the structural-functional paradigm, which
treats social security as a governance instrument for addressing the problems of modemnity. Together,
these two paradigms provide the theorctical foundation for the establishment and development of
modern social security systems and generate strong momentum for their expansion. However, the
internal tension between the two policy paradigms has long kept modern social security systems
caught in a tension between inflationary and deflationary tendencies. In the process of Chinese-style
modernization, building a solidarity-based social security system as a new form of institutional
civilization offers a potential path to fully safeguarding people's livelihoods and well-being, giving full
play to the functions of the social security system, while also alleviating the inflationary—deflationary
tension in China's social security development and achieving an internal unity between the social rights
paradigm and the structural-functional paradigm.

Keywords: modernization; Chinese-style modernization; social security; social rights paradigm;
structural-functional paradigm
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