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Pre—legislative Assessment and Practical Pathways of Child

Welfare Legislation in China

Wang Zhonghan
(School of Public Policy and Administration, Xi'an Jiaotong University, Xi'an 710049, China)

Abstract: Child welfare legislation is a critical step toward improving the child welfare system and
safeguarding children's rights. A pre-legislative assessment underscores its strong necessity: it not only
addresses shortcomings in the current child welfare legal and policy framework—such as low legislative
authority, fragmented structures, and weak coherence—but also plays a pivotal role in protecting children's
rights, improving public well-being, and encouraging fertility intentions. In terms of feasibility, China
already has a solid foundation of economic development, sustainable fiscal capacity, and substantial
legislative and administrative experience. International evidence further demonstrates that child welfare
laws are not exclusive to developed countries, and government expenditures in already-legislated nations
generally remain within an acceptable range. This paper recommends that China adopt a comprehensive and
universal legislative model, covering childcare, education, health, and the protection of vulnerable children,
in order to gradually establish a unified, well-coordinated, and complete child welfare legal system.

Keywords: child welfare law; pre-legislative assessment; necessity; feasibility; practical pathways
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