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Building a Chinese Social Security System with Cultural Characteristics

Lei Yuecheng
(School of Labor and Human Resources, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The optimization of China's distinctive social security system must attach high priority to
cultural institutions, as this is a prerequisite for gaining broad public recognition and ensuring sustainable
development. Historically, cultural elements with strong local characteristics—such as familial-state
isomorphism, collectivism, the Doctrine of the Mean, and hierarchical order—can exert a direct and
profound influence on the design of social security systems. At present, the practical shortcomings arising
from the lack of cultural elements in institutional design are becoming increasingly evident. Therefore, it is
necessary to elevate the strategic importance of the cultural dimension, incorporate cultural factors into
specific institutional arrangements, and rationally address the relationship between traditional culture and
the modernity of social security. Under the guidance of cultural institutions, China's social security system
can not only secure public recognition and voluntary participation but also provide references for developing
countries in building localized social security systems. It further enriches the theoretical landscape of
modern social security and ultimately contributes to building a new institutional model of social security
that transcends existing paradigms.

Keywords: social security; cultural institutions; cultural perspective
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