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Possible Risks in the Process of Chinese Path to Modernization
Tong Xing
(Nanjing University, Nanjing Jiangsu 210093)

Abstract: Chinese path to modernization is a great historical creation being made by the Chinese
people. Deng Xiaoping is the inventor of this concept and focuses on explaining the passivity of his-
torical creators. Xi Jinping has developed this concept and added proactivity to the subject of histori-
cal creation. Chinese path to modernization has five basic characteristics, each of which is full of
possible social conflict risks: modernization with a large population contains the risk of “human-
computer conflict”; the modernization of common prosperity for all people carries the risk of “con-
flict between each other”; the modernization that harmonizes material civilization and spiritual civi-
lization carries the risk of “conflict of minds”; the modernization of harmonious coexistence between
humans and nature carries the risk of “human-nature conflict”; the modernization that follows the
path of peaceful development carries the unforseeable risks of “external conflict”. A clear under-
standing of these risks is the prerequisite to avert danger. To truly prevent and resolve these risks,
it depends on the historical creators to correctly handle the relationship between initiative and pas-
sivity, and between initiative and passivity, and to promote Chinese path to modernization with
their best efforts.

Key words: Chinese path to modernization, risks of modernization, risks of social conflicts
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