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Ethical Implications and Contemporary Insights of Confucian Charity

and Relief Ideals

Huang Yu
(Applied Ethics Research Center, Guangdong University of Finance and Economics, Guangzhou 510320, China)

Abstract: China's traditional charitable thought and practices boast a long and rich history. The
charitable culture, centered around Confucian ideas of benevolence, embodies fundamental principles,
ways of thinking, and value orientations that reflect the unique historical imprint and cultural nature of
Chinese civilization. Confucian charity and relief thought is rooted in ethics, adopts education as its
approach, and aspires to the ideal of "mutual goodness." It emphasizes the obligations and ethical
responsibilities among members of a community. This ethical framework offers profound insights into
issues such as the disparity between rich and poor in traditional societies, as well as the principles and
ideals behind charitable relief. As an integral part of China's exceptional traditional culture, the
Confucian spirit of poverty alleviation and charity provides valuable reference points for cultivating
and practicing socialist core values, advancing the common prosperity of all people, and contributing
to the development of global ethics.
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