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Social Assistance Perception of Income Gap and
Common Prosperity of Disadvanteged Groups

Ngok Kinglun' > PENG Xiaoyan®
( 1. Center for Chinese Public Administration Research Sun Yatsen University Guangzhou 510275 China;
2.8chool of Government Sun Yatsen University Guangzhou 510275 China)

Abstract: Based on the data from the “2023 National Public Welfare Attitude Survey” this study develops indica—
tors of common prosperity for disadvantaged groups encompassing both material and spiritual dimensions. Using the
OLS regression method this research analyzes the impact of social assistance on the common prosperity of disadvan—
taged groups as well as the mediating effect of income disparity perception. The results indicate that social assis—
tance significantly and positively promotes both material and spiritual prosperity of disadvantaged groups and these
effects are robust.The perception of income gap plays a mediating role in the influence of social assistance on the
common prosperity of disadvantaged groups. The subgroup regression results show that social assistance has a stron—
ger impact on the material prosperity of female disadvantaged groups compared to males and a stronger impact on
the spiritual prosperity of male disadvantaged groups compared to females. Social assistance has a significantly grea—
ter impact on the common prosperity of rural disadvantaged groups compared to urban ones. In promoting material
prosperity material and economic assistance has a greater effect than employment and educational assistance; In
promoting spiritual prosperity educational assistance has a greater effect than material and economic assistance or
employment assistance. Based on these findings relevant policy recommendations are proposed.

Keywords: social assistance; perception of income gap; common prosperity of disadvantaged groups; mediating

effect
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