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Instrumental Rationality Critique and the Exploration of Endogenous

People—Centered Nature in the Social Security System in the Digital Age
Wang Yi
(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: As the digital age unfolds, China's social security system faces significant challenges.
Drawing on Marx's social security thought, this study argues that modern social security frameworks
are driven by an instrumental rationality focused on capital accumulation—a logic that, in practice,
leads to irrational outcomes by neglecting human subjectivity. On one hand, this instrumental
rationality is being deconstructed by transformations in production methods and shifts in knowledge;
on the other, it continues to generate adverse consequences. Consequently, the social security system
must confront not only the structural contradictions inherited from industrial society but also the
disruptive impacts of the digital era and their compounded effects. In response, the reassertion of
human subjectivity offers a viable developmental direction. In particular, the concept of an endogenous
people-centered nature—which represents a localized and inheritable manifestation of human
subjectivity—provides a pathway for its comprehensive restoration. In practical terms, exploring
cooperative models among informal workers may help recalibrate the prevailing instrumental
rationality by adopting an endogenous people-centered logic, thereby forging new organizational
foundations and integrated strengths for an enhanced social security system in the digital age.

Keywords: digital age; social security system; Marx's social security thought; endogenous people-

centered nature
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