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Theoretical Analysis and Practical Reflection on '"Welfare Disease''

Feng Menglong
(China Social Security Research Center, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The concept of "welfare disease" is a product of international critiques of welfare systems
that emerged in the 1970s and was later localized and reinterpreted within the Chinese context. It
carries a strong social constructionist element and encompasses a range of related concepts. Due to the
underdevelopment of social citizenship rights and the absence of social consensus, welfare systems
have become vulnerable to the encroachment of neoliberal and meritocratic discourses. Analysis
reveals that generous welfare provisions do not necessarily lead to indolence and dependency, and the
root causes of global economic crises cannot be attributed to welfare systems. In fact, welfare states
can still possess strong innovation and competitiveness. The widespread use of the "welfare disease"
concept tends to have a more detrimental impact on countries where welfare systems are not yet
mature, as it may, under the guise of rationality, impede the progress of welfare system development.
Looking ahead, China needs to build a more advanced and equitable welfare system while shaping
welfare values and discourse grounded in the principle of common prosperity.

Key words: welfare disease; conceptual framework; neoliberalism; meritocracy; value choices
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