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[ 1983 A SRR UAE IE R, M 2003 4EFFUE, FEWRERRAEI M 2002 4E(F) 65 %
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62 % 65 % 67 % 70 %
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2003 65 % +2 1~ H 79 99 112 131
2004 65 % +4 1 H 78 98 112 133
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2025 67 % 70 87 100 124
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Redefining the Paths of Social Security
Systems in Western Welfare States in

Response to New Social Risks

Ding Jianding
(School of Sociology/Elder Service Research Center, Huazhong University of Science and Technology,

Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: Present-day Western countries are confronting new social risks, notably the challenges
posed by population ageing coupled with increased demands for long-term care, persistent long-term
unemployment and the prevalence of gig workers, and a rising reliance on social welfare systems as a
primary means of livelihood. These new social risks have drawn significant attention from both
scholars and policymakers, spurring a myriad of policy recommendations. To address these challenges,
Western countries have embarked on comprehensive reforms of their social security systems. These
reforms encompass the overhaul of pension schemes and the introduction of long-term care insurance
to address concerns related to ageing populations, the restructuring of benefit frameworks and the
enhancement of employment service coordination to mitigate vulnerabilities in the labor market, and
the promotion of welfare-to-work policies to curtail welfare dependency. These shifts indicate a
fundamental ongoing reshaping of the social security landscape in Western welfare states, marking
new trajectories in their evolution.

Key words: welfare states; new social risks; social security system; reform path; system overhaul
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