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Towards an Endogenously Driven Future:
Transforming the Child Welfare System for

Rural Revitalization

Song Yueping
(School of Sociology and Population, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Children in impoverished areas are not only the most vulnerable group but also the most
vulnerable members within impoverished families. Recognizing the pivotal role of child development
in breaking the cycle of poverty across generations and fostering sustainable rural development,
enhancing the child welfare system becomes an investment in the future of children and the potential
of rural revitalization. Currently, the rural child welfare system is undergoing a profound
transformation, shifting its focus towards strengthening endogenous dynamics. This transition involves
moving from a single-dimensional model to a three-dimensional approach to child welfare
development and adjusting the welfare supply strategy from mitigating resource shortages to
improving accessibility to opportunities. Furthermore, this shift underscores the central role of families
in welfare responsibility, encourages the establishment of a professional and diverse child welfare
responsibility network, facilitates the shift from limited benefits to universal benefits, and
comprehensively safeguards the rights and interests of children living in extreme poverty.

Key words: rural revitalization; endogenous drive; child welfare; welfare supply and demand system
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