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From Anti—Poverty to Anti—Vulnerability:
Evolution, Challenges, and Innovations of
Welfare Policy for De Facto Unattended
Children

Chen Xiangyun

(School of Humanities, Henan University of Science and Technology, Luoyang 471000, China)

Abstract: The well-being and sustainable development of de facto unattended children present
significant social issues that are increasingly drawing governmental attention, crucial for enhancing the
construction of the child welfare system. Using the analytical framework of social welfare policy, this
paper illuminates the historical evolution and broadening connotations of welfare policies for children
who are de facto unattended. The research highlights the transition of responsibility for caring for de
facto unattended children from families to the state, the evolution of welfare provision from ensuring
basic living standards to integrated care, and the shift in service delivery from a conventional
administration-led approach to a professional one. However, gaps persist in various dimensions of this
welfare policy, including beneficiary targeting, cross-sectoral collaboration, accessibility of service
provision and relevant tools, and monitoring and evaluation of policy implementation. To
comprehensively protect the rights of de facto unattended children and foster their development
through an enhanced welfare policy system, it is recommended to promote dynamic management and
shared responsibility, implement layered and classified protection, and reinforce the support
mechanism through policy guidance and evaluation.

Key words: anti-poverty; anti-vulnerability; de facto unattended children; child welfare policy
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