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Philanthropic Organizations' Involvement in
Emergency Response in China: Transformation
Process, Major Challenges, and Optimization Path

Chen Bin
(School of Sociology, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: Since the establishment of the People's Republic of China, the engagement of Chinese
philanthropic organizations in emergency response has undergone a transformation from periods of
restriction, exploration, development, to prosperity. These periods are characterized by the stakeholders
involved, modes of participation, and the level of engagement. The participants have transitioned from
government-run philanthropic organizations to a combination of government and non-governmental
entities, and now encompass the parallel involvement of government and private philanthropic
organizations. The forms of participation have expanded from promoting self-help and mutual
assistance to encompass fundraising, material donations, volunteer recruitment, and sporadic
philanthropic services. The extent of participation has progressively increased from being prohibited or
limited to widespread involvement. While philanthropic organizations have played an active role
through fundraising and other means, they face challenges such as insufficient professional capacity,
limited modes of participation, absence of emergency response mechanisms, inefficient resource
allocation, and underdeveloped hub-type philanthropic organizations. Therefore, it is essential to
enhance policy support, establish effective philanthropic emergency response mechanisms, improve
the emergency response capabilities of philanthropic organizations, and foster the growth of hub-type
philanthropic organizations.

Key words: philanthropic organizations; emergency; transformation process; major challenges;

optimization path
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