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Research on Citizens’ Sense of Gain, Security and Happiness for
Social Assistance Policies: An Empirical Survey of
Pudong New District in Shanghai

Lu Jinfei

Abstract: To enhance citizens’ sense of gain, security and happiness is the intension of high quality growth
strategy. Social assistance polices, as the bottom line of livelihood security of citizens, play an important role in
preventing poverty and promoting common prosperity. Inspired by existing literature domestic and abroad on mea-
suring methods, the paper designs the measurement tool for the three senses of gain, security and happiness by
considering China’ s specific situation as well as the policy practice in Pudong New District, Shanghai. Taking
Pudong New District of Shanghai as an example, the empirical study shows that social assistance policy has a posi-
tive effect on improving the sense of gain, while the specific social assistance projects show diversified impacts on
the three senses of livelihood. The relationship among the sense of gain, security and happiness is as follows: the
sense of gain is the basis, which determines the sense of security and happiness directly; the sense of security is
in the intermediate position, through whose partial mediating effect the sense of gain positively influences the
sense of happiness; and the sense of security has a greater effect on the sense of happiness than the sense of gain.
Therefore, to further improve citizens’ sense of gain, security and happiness, we should attach great importance
to the effect of social assistance policy, distribute social assistance projects more reasonably and enhance citizens’
ultimate sense of happiness by improving the sense of security.

Keyword: social assistance; sense of gain; sense of security; sense of happiness
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