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The Connotation and Formation Mechanism of Child Poverty:
An Analytical Framework and Its Policy Implications

Han Huawei

(School of Social Development and Public Policy, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Eliminating child poverty and promoting children's well-being is a key strategy in breaking
the cycle of intergenerational and chronic poverty. Precise definition and in-depth investigation of the
formation mechanism of child poverty are of great theoretical and practical significance. This paper
introduces an integrated analytical framework that defines child poverty as the multidimensional
outcome deprivation of children, and explains the formation mechanism and main causes of child

poverty by analyzing the transformation process from resource deprivation, opportunity deprivation to
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outcome deprivation. Based on this framework and considering the relevant policy background in
China, this paper proposes policy suggestions in five areas: child poverty identification, financial
assistance for low-income families, child cash transfers, public service for children, and related booster
interventions.

Key words: child poverty; formation mechanism of poverty; analytical framework; policy implications
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