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Linkage, Embeddedness and Regulation: Analysis of the Net—
work Structure of Child Welfare Service Provision in China
—Qualitative Study Based on 7 Counties and Cities

Dou Yuan, Qiao Dongping
(School of Social Development and Public Policy, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The high-quality development of child welfare services depends on the deepening reform
on the supply-side, especially the coordination of the structural relationships of the providers. Based
on the field investigation of the supply of child welfare services in 7 counties and cities in China, this
research found that: a child welfare service supply network consisting of government-run welfare
institutions, social organizations, community children's homes, schools and healthcare facilities has
been initially established, and functional linkages are achieved through the complementariness of the
services provided by different providers in this network. In addition, service providers have generated
deep interactions through the structural, resource and technological embedding in service delivery, and
guaranteed the supply of services by regulations built upon shared values and norms. In view of the
existing problems in the service supply network, this study also puts forward some policy suggestions
to improve the network structure.

Key words: child welfare services; supply networks; service delivery; structural optimization; supply-

side reform
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