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1975 0.03 0.10 0.02 0.10
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Changing Trends in Public Welfare Attitudes in China (2001
2018): An Analysis Based on the Age—Period—Cohort Model

Wu Yuling
(Department of Sociology, University of Science and Technology Beijing, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: Based on the repeated cross-sectional survey data from World Values Survey China samples of 2001,
2007, 2012 and 2018, we use HAPC-CCREM Models to assess age, cohort and period effects on the welfare
attitudes of the Chinese people. The results show that in the past two decades the welfare attitude of the Chinese
people has improved slightly. The age and cohort effects are more significant, which means that middle-aged and
elderly people are more inclined to the state—run welfare system, especially the 1950s cohort and the 1985 birth
cohort have the highest expectations for the state-run system. Moreover, at the macro level, the effects of
economic development on welfare attitudes fail to support the governmental protection hypothesis, whereas at the
micro level, the effects of individual characteristics such as social class and educational attainment support the
self-interest hypothesis. This paper suggests that the state should be more proactive in building policy systems in
the fields of elderly care, childcare and employment, gradually reduce unnecessary concerns about welfare
dependence, and actively develop and improve the social security system.

Key words: welfare attitudes; changing trends; age-period-cohort model
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