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The Government—society Relationship in the Cooperative
Governance of Charity

Zhang Yujie
(School of International and Public Affairs, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200030, China)

Abstract: Since the 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, the emphasis on
strengthening the social security system has promoted the development of a multi-tiered social security
system, including charity. Meanwhile, the development of charity has given rise to a pattern of cooperative
governance by both the government and society. The government-society relationship in the cooperative
governance can be grouped into four main categories: confrontational, avoidant, concessional, and mutually
beneficial ones. Based on in-depth interviews with stakeholders and participant observations in some charity
supermarkets in District A of S City, and based on the four main categories of co-governance, this paper
puts forward a comprehensive strategy including promoting shared values, progressive empowerment and
adaptive checks and balances, with a view to improving the relationship between the government and the
society in co-governing charity, creating a benign interactive pattern in which the government and the
society work together to boost charity, and then finally advancing charity prosperity and achieving the goal
of common prosperity. In addition, based on the theory of cooperative governance, this paper falsifies some
common analytical paradigms, which helps to promote the relevant localized research.

Key words: charity supermarket; government-society relationship; cooperative governance
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