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Quasi—market Mechanism: The Supply of Universal Child Care

Yu Meng
(School of Government, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: The fertility policy adjustments entail the development of universal child care services in
China. Currently, the demand for universal child care is great, but the effective supply is insufficient. In
this context, this paper explores the "quasi-public goods" nature of child care service in modern society
from the perspective of its characteristics and changes. Based on the quasi-market theory, this paper
puts forward the necessary conditions for the effective quasi-market mechanism for universal child
care. Informed by the experiences of Japan and South Korea, as well as the current situation in China,
this paper holds that the quasi-market mechanism is the best strategy for promoting universal child
care in China. It is necessary for the government to change its role, assume the responsibilities as a
sponsor, decision maker and regulator, flexibly use government purchases and government subsidies,
and build a demand-oriented and multi-tiered supply structure.

Key words: child care service; quasi-market; universality; three-child policy
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