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Is the Role of the Family in Elderly Care Weakened? An Analysis
based on ''Financial Support' and ''Caring Service''

Huang Jianyuan, ChangYaqing
(Institute of Population Research, Hohai University, Nanjing 211100, China)

Abstract: The prevalent view in current academic circles holds that the family's role in elderly care is
weakened is inaccurate in both theory and practice. Although a few scholars have raised doubts, none
of them have explained how the family's role in elderly care has changed. From the perspective of
"separation and integration", this paper classifies the family role of elderly care into two dimensions,
namely, financial support and service provision, and then conducts an in-depth analysis of the roles'
changes using statistical and survey data. The result shows that the role in service delivery is generally
weakened, while the function of economic support has trends of both strengthening and weakening. By
integrating roles in both financial support and service delivery, this paper finds that some families' role
is strengthened in financial support but weakened in service delivery, while both roles in some families
are weakened. The paper puts forward the theory of the family's differential roles in eldercare, which
has important theoretical and practical value for re-examining relevant research, recovering and im-
proving the family's function in elderly care, and clarifying the sharing of responsibility between stake-
holders in this field.

Key words: family eldercare; financial support; service delivery; differential roles; responsibility

for elderly care
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