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Social Security for Dependent Elderly People in France

Francis Kessler
(Sorbonne Law School, University of Paris I, Paris 75231, France)

Abstract: France has tackled "dependence"—understood as a state in which elderly persons, by rea-
son of lack or loss of physical, psychological or intellectual autonomy, require significant assistance or
help in carrying out their usual day-to-day activities—also called long term care (LTC). This paper
looks back on the way French legislators have built up social protection for the LTC in light of the rap-
id population aging, thus, the French LTC rules are built as part of the social assistance system and not

part of the social security legislation. LTC legislation has undergone significant reform in most Euro-
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pean countries over the last three past decades: the main characteristics of the French system are de-
scribed and analyzed also in the light of some other countries. A need for reform is generally acknowl-
edged and a lot of studies have been produced up to now.

Key words: France; dependence; long-term care; aging; legislation
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