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Beneficiary Targeting and Calculation of the Required
Fund for China's Medical Assistance Scheme

Zhu Minglai, Hu Qi1
(School of Finance, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, China)

Abstract: Medical assistance plays an important role in anti-poverty actions. With the deepening of
poverty alleviation, China's poverty issues are also changing: absolute poverty is gradually weakening,
whereas relative poverty is becoming increasingly prominent. Accordingly, medical assistance should
be further extended to include low-income people and illness-induced poor people. This paper uses
different criteria of low-income people to measure the number of newly-added households receiving
medical assistance, and uses the WHO's definition of catastrophic health expenditure to calculate the
fund required for medical assistance for illness-induced poor people. The results show that China
needs to enlarge the medical assistance fund, better target beneficiaries, and ensure the effective use of
the fund.

Key words: health poverty alleviation, medical assistance, low-income people, illness-induced

poor people
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