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The Socio—cultural Dimension of the Fragmentation of
French Social Security

Tian Shanshan
(School of Foreign Language, Donghua University, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract: The fragmentation of French social security has been traditionally considered the result
of conflicts of interest and political disputes in French society. This is a simplistic political-eco-
nomic view that creates a blind spot in the field of French social security research, for it ignores
the social culture foundations of social security. Based on the concepts of "basic worry" and "col-
lective imagination", we place the institution of French social security into the context, macro-
scopically, of the entire administrative structure of French society and the rules of political and
social games and, microscopically, of social relationships. Our analysis from the synthesis of
these two perspectives shows that the fragmented trait of French social security reflects indeed
that of French societal structure—that is, fragmentation according to professional status. This
fragmentation is deeply rooted in the traditional corporatism of French society and supports insti-
tutionally the logic of honor with the sense of professional status as its core.

Key words: France; social security; fragmentation; culture; professional status
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