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A Moral Compass for AI: The Dual Mission of China's Social

Security System in the Age of Artificial Intelligence

Wu Xin
(Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Arts, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong 999077, China)

Abstract: The governance of Artificial Intelligence (Al) should adhere to the principle of "doing
good", making it a central task of our time to ensure that technological progress serves public well-
being. This paper argues that the essence of a Chinese-style vision of "intelligence for good" is a
practice of "value alignment" grounded in the social security system, aligning the logic of technology
with the system's embedded purposive values. To substantiate this thesis, the paper constructs a three-
dimensional "theory—history—practice" analytical framework. It elucidates the system's moral
legitimacy to define values for Al its historical necessity as a "stabiliser" in social transformations, and
its practical irreplaceability, demonstrated through its institutional robustness, resource allocation
capabilities, and universal coverage. Building on this, the paper analyses the intrinsic connection
between social security and "intelligence for good," warns of the risk of "moral atrophy" if the two
become decoupled, and ultimately proposes that the social security system should leverage its dual
function as a "cultural-institutional complex": on the one hand, through adaptive reforms to safeguard
the bottom line of livelihood security, and on the other, by using its purposive values to provide
cultural norms for the development of Al, thereby contributing Chinese wisdom and proposals to
global Al governance.

Keywords: ethical governance; social security; artificial intelligence (Al); value alignment; cultural

norms
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