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Western Expressions of "Common Prosperity” and Chinese Discourse
Ding Jianding

Abstract: There are significant differences in the expressions and connotations of common prosperity between China and the
West, but both regard it as an ideal social state and goal. The Western views on common prosperity were significantly different before
and after World War II. The pre-war West was more concerned with how to move towards income equity based on capitalist private
ownership, while the post-war West proposed to move towards common prosperity through changes in ownership, adjustment of
the distribution system and construction of the welfare state. Marx and Engels regarded common prosperity as the common goal of
human society under the premise of the overthrow of bourgeois rule by the proletariat, the establishment of the communist system
and the implementation of public ownership. Lenin developmentally proposed the path of achieving common prosperity under the
socialist system, especially in the transition stage from capitalism to communism. Since the reform and opening up, the Communist
Party of China has taken common prosperity as the starting and ending points for practicing its original mission, embodying the
essential attributes of socialism and promoting the cause of reform and opening up. It has comprehensively and systematically put
forward the paths to achieve common prosperity by developing production and getting rich together, getting some people and regions
rich first so as to achieve common prosperity faster, narrowing regional disparities, increasing redistribution regulation, effectively
improving the lives of people in difficulties, and sharing the ever-growing "cake". This path of achieving common prosperity has
formed the discourse system of common prosperity in socialism with Chinese characteristics.

Reywords: common prosperity, Western social expression, Marxist connotation, Chinese discourse system
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