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Constructing a Discourse System for Social Construction in China
—From the Perspective of People's livelihood and Governance

Tong Xing
(' School of Government, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China )

Abstract: Western academia has formed a whole set of multi-perspective social construction discourse
systems, including structural, policy and value perspectives. Since these discourse systems lack the
experience of the complexity of China's national conditions, the recognition of the differences between the
connotations of Chinese and Western discourses, and the continuous observation of China's social
construction, they cannot provide guidance for China's social construction practice. Considering China's
history and tradition, as well as the current practice of social construction, we can find that "People's
livelihood" and "Governance" are like two threads running through the whole process. As the "two wings"
of China's social construction discourse system, they reveal the goals and tools of social construction
respectively. In the modernization process of "Subsistence—Well-off-Common Prosperity" in China,
people's livelihood and governance evolve and interact, successively leading to three combinations: focusing
on economic development with the goal of satisfying basic subsistence needs; focusing on collaboration,
participation, and common interests with the goal of a well-off society; and focusing on modern state
governance with the goal of common prosperity. Thus, the structure of China's social construction discourse
system is shaped. The values of people's livelihood point to common prosperity, and the tools of governance
point to community building, both of which lead to the "Great Harmony" society. The ideas of "Well-off™
and "Great Harmony", which have existed in China's history for more than two thousand years, still have
contemporary value and global significance.

Key words: social construction; discourse system; people's livelihood; governance; well-off; great

harmony
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