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The Essence of the Communist Party of China's Practice of
the Social Security System Over a Century

Jia Yujiao
(:School of Philosophy and Sociology, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China )

Abstract: Relationship changes and the realization of human development are the underlying logic of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) in seeking benefits and happiness for the people. Over the past more than
hundred years, as one of the instruments for the CPC to transform Chinese society, the social security
system has not only represented some similarities with the Western social security systems in terms of
development pattern, but also, more importantly, has the essential characteristics and development pattern of
Marxism, that is, continuously reforming the social relations which are people's fetters, and gradually realize
human development. Relationship changes, institutional evolution and human development are three key
words for interpreting the CPC's practice of social security system. On the basis of reviewing Marx's theory
and the development of the CPC's social security system, this paper constructs an analytical framework and
reveals the essence of the relations of the social security system. It is clear that the social security system has
evolved from a result of the relationship changes and an institutional means of maintaining relationships to
an institutional arrangement that involves complex social relations and become increasingly important to
human development. Moving towards achieving common prosperity, and with the development of the
productive forces, the future social security system is expected to continue to undergo profound relationship
changes aimed at realizing the all-round development of human beings.

Key words: relationship changes; human development; social security system
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