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The Impact Mechanism of Health Protection
on Health Equity and Its Targeted Improvement

Li Yaqing
(' School of Finance, Guangdong University of Finance and Economics; Research Institute of Innovation

Competitiveness of Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao Bay Area, Guangzhou 510320, China )

Abstract: In the new era, China's health protection system urgently needs to change from "protection
against illness" to "ensuring good health", and from "universal coverage" to "substantive fairness". Health
inequity stems largely from the inequity of health care utilization related to socioeconomic status, so health
protection systems should be capable of impacting health equity. The paper explains in theory the general
mechanisms through which the health protection system influence health equity, and analyzes four important
types of mechanisms and their major problems in improving health equality. This paper holds that different
health protection programs should have their own focus on addressing health inequalities among vulnerable
groups because of their different functions. In order to promote health equality and gain policy synergies, it's
necessary to strengthen the idea of "giving priority to vulnerable groups" and give full play to the
comparative advantages of different mechanisms, accurately target all kinds of vulnerable groups, improve
the differentiated financing and compensation rules, strengthen information sharing to support linkages
between schemes, and improve government subsidy policies to accelerate urban-rural integration.

Key words: health protection; medical assistance; health inequity; impact mechanism; vulnerable groups
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