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The Implications of Social Construction of Disability
for Public Policy Design: Case Studies of Disability
Welfare Policies in the US and Germany

Hao Yuling

( Graduate Institute for Taiwan Studies, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361003, China )

Abstract: Through the policies that guarantee a basic standard of living, China has eliminated the
absolute poverty of people with disabilities and enabled them to live in a moderately prosperous
society. Nonetheless, in order to make substantial progress in promoting the common prosperity for
people with disabilities, it is necessary to increase their opportunities to join the middle-income group.
Given that social prejudice is still the main reason for the disadvantaged situation of people with
disabilities in China, using the social construction and policy design theory as the analytical
framework, and by exploring the disability welfare policies which have been evolved over two
hundred years in two welfare states — the US and Germany, this paper aims to explore the logical
relationship between social construction of disability and public policy design, and provide a reference
for formulating policies aimed at promoting common prosperity of people with disabilities in China.
Finally, this paper proposes that in the context of population aging, it is advisable to reshape and
improve the social image and public values of people with disabilities from the perspective of "human
resource development", and promote people with disabilities to join middle-income groups through
high-quality employment.

Key words: social construction of disability; public policy design; disability welfare policy
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