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Connotation and Strategic Conceptualization of the High—Quality
Development of the Essential Healthcare Security System

During the 14th Five—Year Plan Period

Gu Hai and Wu Di
(Center for Health Policy and Management Studies of Nanjing University)

Summary: During the 14th Five—Year Plan Period, China’s essential healthcare security system will enter a
new stage, from system development and scale expansion to high—quality development. Exploring the strategic path of
development for the China’s essential healthcare security system during the 14th Five—Year Plan Period is critical to
promoting the essential healthcare security system to benefit the people, accelerating the full implementation of the
Healthy China Strategy, and improving welfare and happiness among the population. To promote the high—quality de-
velopment of China’s essential healthcare security system with a focus on the construction and long—term planning,
this study analyzes the existing problems and challenges of China’s essential healthcare security system, conceptual-
ize the high—quality development of the essential healthcare security system, explores the operation logic of the high—
quality development of the essential healthcare security system with a holistic view. Starting with the system supply
and supply—side reform, this study analyzes the strategic path of high—quality development of the essential healthcare
security system during the 14th Five—Year Plan Period. This study identifies issues in China’s essential healthcare se-
curity system, such as unbalanced development, regional disparities in development, poor interchangeability between
insurances, unbalanced revenue and expenditure of health insurance funds, imperfect pricing of medical services,
poor design of health insurance payment method and inconvenience in the health insurance settlement. With the chal-
lenges of accelerating population aging, an increasing number of employees of new industries, a sizeable floating popu-
lation, and public health emergencies, it is urgent to reform and develop China’s essential healthcare security system.
Striving to develop a fair, efficient, convenient, and sustainable essential healthcare security system, we will straight-
en out the operational logic, including fair and appropriate treatment security mechanism, stable and sustainable fi-
nancing operation mechanism, effective and efficient health insurance payment mechanism, and rigorous and robust
fund auditing, etc. From the perspective of system supply, we should establish the outpatient mutual assistance guar-
antee mechanism, improve the health management of inter-region floating population, promote the organic connection
between long—term care insurance and essential healthcare security system, improve the emergency management mech-
anism of the essential healthcare security system for major epidemics, improve the ability of the health assistance to
reduce and prevent poverty, and speed up the legislation related healthcare security. From the perspective of supply—
side reform, we should consolidate the centralized procurement mechanism of drugs and medical consumables, ex-
plore the dynamic adjustment of the medical service prices, deepen the reform of health insurance payment models,
promote the digital governance of health insurance, and enable the critical role of commercial health insurance. This
study has the following innovations and contributions. First, it conceptualizes the research on the essential healthcare
security system and constructs a research framework of the connotation, operation logic, and strategic path of the
high—quality development of the essential healthcare security system; Second, it provides a novel research perspec-
tive, and analyzes an operational mechanism in terms of treatment guarantee, financing, health insurance payment, au-
diting, etc.; Third, it enriches the research on the essential healthcare security system, and clarifies the strategic sup-
port and focus of the high—quality development of the essential healthcare security system from the aspects of system
supply and supply-side reform.

Keywords: essential healthcare security system; 14" five—year plan period; high—quality development; connota-
tion; strategic path
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