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The Realistic Predicament and the Way of Relief of the Disabled Elderly
Support at Home from the Perspective of Empowerment:

Based on the Research of the Disabled Elderly in S City
LI Jing, XIE Wen

( School of Public Management, Hohai University, Nanjing 211106, China)

Abstract: The disabled elderly have the disadvantages of both “the disabled” and “the elderly” , which need
the help of the government, the market and the society. Based on the theory of empowerment, combining with
the survey of people with various types of disabilities in S city, and according to the elaboration of the disabled
elderly, their families and community street leaders, this paper aims to probe into the practical difficulties that
the disabled elderly are facing in the process of providing for the aged: lack of self-ability, uneven quality of
caregivers, insufficient support of family and social environment, low quality of home service. In order to solve
the dilemma effectively, we need multi-dimensional drive and empowerment of the disabled elderly: we should
aim at two-dimensional subjects to empower the disabled elderly and their caregivers; we should also grasp the
dual environment to enhance the accessibility of physical space and virtual space on the Internet, in order to a—
chieve the goal of “using the elderly’, ‘helping the elderly” and “respecting the elderly”; we must give full
play to the community’ s ability to integrate resources and improve the service level.

Key words: disabled elderly; old-age care service; empowerment; multi-subject co-governance



