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Japan's Fund-raising Policy: Evolution and
Regulation Logic—On the Enlightenment to China
Yu Zucheng
(School of International Relations and Public Affairs, Shanghai International Studies
University, Shanghai200083,China)

[Abstract] In the many controversies caused by fund-raising activities and many discussions
about the administrative licensing system for charity public fund-raising qualifications established
by the "Charity Law", research on foreign fund-raising policies has also become increasingly
active. However, there are many deviations in the current domestic academic research involving
Japan's fund-raising policy. Given this, after examining the evolution of Japan’s fund-raising
policy for more than 150 years in stages, it is found that its regulatory logic is clearly presented as
follows:  from "comprehensive regulation based on qualification access permission” to
"Laissez-Faire" (regulation blank) , and then shifted from "dual regulation of qualifications and
behaviours” to "limited regulation of fund-raising behaviour following the law", and finally
towards a pattern of "parallel government limited regulation and private industry self-discipline”.
Combining the actual situation of our country, the enlightenment of Japan's experience is that our
country should gradually adjust the excessively stringent charitable fund-raising qualification
regulations promptly under the actual needs of social development. On the one hand, China should
adopt new legislation to improve the norms of the fund-raising behaviour of various entities. On
the other hand, China should pass the revision of the Charity Law to shift the focus of regulation
on charitable fund-raising to public fund-raising activities, thereby defining charity Elements of
the fund-raising. In addition, no matter at the macro level or the micro-level, it is still difficult for
us to determine when we will finally form the necessary factors to drive fundamental changes in
domestic fund-raising policies.

[keywords] fund-raising; Japan's fund-raising policy; access permit; behavior regulation; industry
self-regulation

[FeiTgnte  XISCi]

-16 -



