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Mandatory Reporting of Child Abuse in China: Policy Practice
and Future Strategy

Xu Fuhai
(Policy Research Center, Ministry of Civil Affair of the People's Republic of China, Beijing 100721, China)

Abstract: Child abuse and neglect are widespread problems worldwide. Due to the hidden, private,
and individual nature of child abuse and neglect, many countries have established mandatory reporting
systems to detect and prevent child abuse in a timely manner. Because of Chinese traditional culture
and the family concept, as well as the underdeveloped child protection mechanism, some problems re-
main in the implementation of the mandatory reporting system. In order to improve China's child pro-
tection mechanism and child welfare system, it is necessary to break through traditional cultural con-
cepts and family concepts, clarify the framework and implementation process of the mandatory
reporting system, improve supporting facilities, and raise public awareness.

Key words: child abuse; mandatory reporting; child protection
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