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The Historical Evolution of German Child Welfare and Its
Implications for China

Yang Wuyi
(China Social Security Research Center, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The seventh census data show that China's birth rate continues to decline, so it is urgent to
speed up the construction of the child welfare system to relief the burden of child-raising and increase
the population's fertility willingness. This paper reviews the historical evolution of the German child
welfare system and analyzes its general trends and characteristics. Due to a well-developed system,
strong government support, active role of social organizations and the full consideration of the needs
of children and families, the German child welfare system has played a positive role in improving chil-
dren's well-being, helping parents to achieve work-family balance, and increasing the fertility willing-
ness of the population. China should learn from this experience.
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