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The Accessibility of Education and Care to Young Children: The Transformation of China’s
Child Policy Regime in the New Era

YUE Jinglun, FAN Xin

Abstract
ance of the people’s livelihood goal of “the accessibility of education to young children”, the four sub—areas of

With the continuous adjustment and positive results of China’s childbearing policy, under the guid-

child policy, namely, infant care service, preschool education, child welfare, and family education, have
achieved remarkable progress. By referring to the theory of “policy regime” and analyzing the progress of the
above four sub—fields in the New Era, it can be found that China’s child policy regime has undergone an impor-
tant transformation in the New Era. Such a transformation can be demonstrated in three aspects: in terms of poli-
cy paradigm, child-rearing responsibility as “family matter” has shifted to that as “national matter”; in terms of
power arrangement, the government has become an important actor in child policy, and society and families
have gradually grown stronger as stakeholders; in terms of organizational structure, various forms of changes
have taken place in the administrative departments in charge in various sub—areas of child policy, thus further
reinforcing the new policy paradigm and power arrangement. The transformation of China’s child policy regime
is still far from being finalized. Under the background of the implementation of the “three—child policy” and the
national strategy for actively responding to the aging of population, the main direction of policy development in
the future is to improve the responsibility of childcare and childrearing shared by the state, society, and family
and to concentrate on the development of key sub—areas.

Key words ensuring people’s access to childcare ; three—child policy; childcare services; preschool educa-
tion; child welfare; family education
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