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Including Migrants with Residency Permit in Urban and Rural
Residents' Basic Health Insurance: Policy Variance among Big
Cities and "'Active Provincial Capital'' Explanation

Zhang Zhanxin
(Institute of Population and Labor Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006, China)

Abstract: Including migrants with residency permit in Urban and Rural Residents' Basic Health In-
surance is one of the main measures to equalizing basic public services to permanent population. This
paper discusses and analyzes this reform with focus on big cities, and finds that whereas the first-tier
cities and central cities in Yangtze River Delta and Pearl River Delta have not yet made policies con-
cerned, most cities of provincial capital have already launched this reform. Based on examining and
comparing urban structures of permanent population, this paper formulates a theoretical explanation of
"active provincial capital” to explain the policy variance among big cities.

Key words: equalizing basic public services; population with residency permit; residents' basic health

insurance; urban structure of permanent population
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