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The Communist Party of China's 100—Year Social Security Policy:
Goals and Practices

Ding Jianding
(School of Sociology, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: The Communist Party of China (CPC) has always attached great importance to social security
policies in different historical periods, including the periods in which the CPC led the Chinese people to
carry out the cause of national independence and liberation, socialist construction, reform and opening-up
and establishing a socialist market economy system, promoting a harmonious socialist society, and
satisfying the people's needs for a better life. In line with the central task of the Party in each major historical
stage, social security policies have been given different goals and functions. As a result, the goals of social
security policies of the CPC in the past 100 years present a clear trajectory: From realizing the revolutionary
goal of the independence and liberation of the Chinese nation to demonstrating the superiority of the
socialist system, to advancing the economic goal of socialist market economic reform, to promoting the
social goal of building a harmonious socialist society, and finally to achieving the comprehensive goal of
meeting the people's needs for a better life. The implementation of social security in each major historical
period has the orientation of closely relating to and serving the central task of the Party, as well as fulfilling
the goal of social security policies.

Key words: social security policy; policy goals; function and positioning; orientation
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