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The Construction of a Social Security System with Chinese
Characteristics for 2035: Goal—-oriented Theoretical Thinking
and Policy Recommendations

Zheng Gongcheng
(Renmin University of China; China Association of Social Security, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Social security is the fundamental institutional safeguard for guaranteeing and improving people's
livelihood, maintaining social equity, and ensuring that all the citizens benefit from the fruits of development. A
well-established social security system is a crucial pillar of state governance and a necessary element of a modern-
ized country. To achieve the goal of building a modern socialist country in an all-round way and solidly promoting
common prosperity, the construction of a social security system with Chinese characteristics will enter a new de-
velopment stage, in which the system becomes mature and fully-fledged, as well as assume more important re-
sponsibilities and missions. At present, it is imperative to 1) objectively evaluate the achievements, existing prob-
lems and challenges, and rectify the mindset of excessive instrumental rationality and insufficient value rationality;
2) establish new concepts of strategic thinking, systematic planning, and efficient coordination towards 2035, with
the goal of high quality and sustainable development; 3) optimize the current social security system in an all-
round way and strengthen the rule of law, while considering universal laws and China's conditions, ensuring a
unified system, and achieving shared growth through collaboration with targeted policies. In sum, the establish-
ment of a social security system with Chinese characteristics will not only bring all people into a socialist welfare
society with common prosperity, but also contribute to a new social security system for the development of hu-
man societies and advancement of civilizations.

Key words: social security; the year 2035; strategic vision; welfare society
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