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Altruism or Social Exchange: Charitable Motivation and Its
Influencing Factors from the Perspective of Social Groups

Gao Jinghua
(' Social Security Research Center of China, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China )

Abstract: Based on altruism theory and social exchange theory, this paper constructs an analytical
framework of charitable motivation and its influencing factors. It also explores the types and contents
of charitable motivation of celebrities, the rich, and the general public in the Chinese context,
demonstrating the opportunities and potential contributions brought by China to the study of charitable
motivation. The results show that (1) the rich have a stronger sense of patriotism and family, gratitude
and family inheritance; (2) the celebrities have stronger motivation to obtain social reputation; and (3)
the general public is more likely to do good because of acquaintance and the role-model effect. Charity
motivations are diverse, conflicting, changeable, multi-tiered and consist of moral differences. Chinese
traditional culture has shaped Chinese citizens' charitable motivation; different political contexts and
tax systems have brought out the differences in charitable motivations between China and Western
countries. The motivations and effects of charitable behaviors are sometimes inconsistent. In order to
mobilize a wide range of social resources, it is advisable to make good use of donors' motivation out of
private interests and social exchange.

Key words: altruism; social exchange; charitable motivation; group characteristic
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