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What Kind of Healthcare System do We Need?

Shen Shuguang
(Lingnan College, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: After achieving the goal of "providing access to essential healthcare" by a nearly universal
health insurance system, we are now faced with the questions: where is China's healthcare protection
system heading and what kind of healthcare protection system do we need? This paper points out that
the development of China's healthcare protection system can be divided into three stages: "providing
access to essential healthcare", "providing access to high-quality healthcare" and "health-oriented
healthcare". For the past 70 years, the goal was to provide access to essential healthcare. In the next
10-20 years, while consolidating access to essential healthcare, providing access to high-quality
healthcare will become the major goal and a health-oriented healthcare system will gradually emerge.
This paper also analyzes the achievements and problems of China's healthcare system, puts forward
the key measures for the next stage of development, and finally looks forward to the health-oriented
healthcare protection system.

Key words: healthcare system; access to essential healthcare; access to high-quality healthcare;

health-oriented
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