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Abstract: Upon entering deeply into an aging society “poverty among elderly women” becomes a very prominent issue in Japan. A route
cause for this lies in policy whereby investment in economic development has long been prioritized minimizing social spending in repro—
ductive areas such as childcare and elderly care. Such policy orientation resulted in the arrangement of men’s participation in socio-eco—
nomic activities as paid labor and women’s unpaid work in households in the area of reproduction. This arrangement has enabled Japan to
create a miracle of rapid economic development but at the expense of a generation of women who were deprived of opportunities and an
ability to participate in political economic and social activities leading to the current problem of “poverty among elderly women”. In re—
cent years Japan has focused on exploring the redistribution of domestic work promoting policy reforms for equal opportunities for men
and women raising the level of family benefits and improving the working environment for women so as to prevent poverty among elderly

women from escalating.
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