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Social Security in the Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties

Xu Xiuwen
(School of Law, Politics and Public Administration, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang 050024, China)

Abstract: During the Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties, people had an urgent need to be
protected against social unrest, frequent wars, natural disasters and epidemics. Under such special
social and historical conditions, it is not possible to rely only on protection provided by the
government. Charitable relief activities of non-governmental organizations such as religious groups
and clans emerged and became a useful supplement to the government's assistance. A distinctive social
security model that had multiple suppliers came into being in the Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern
Dynasties. Government-led social assistance, preferential treatment and social welfare services,
together with Buddhist and Taoist charitable activities organized by religious organizations, as well as
non-governmental relief provided by patriarchal clans, constituted the framework of social security
system during the Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties, and embodied the social security
thoughts of this period. During this period, social security guaranteed people's basic livelihoods and
maintained social stability. The social security model with plural suppliers in the Wei, Jin, Southern
and Northern Dynasties is in line with the trend of social development and a historical advancement.

Key words: Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties; social security; government; religion;

patriarchal clan
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