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Social Security System in the Process of German Reunification

Liu Tao
(School of Public Affairs, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: This article analyzes the development, shifts and transition of the social security system during
the process of German reunification. It assumes that social security during German Reunification needs to
be understood on two main levels. First, the social security system played an important role in promoting
German Reunification, narrowing the gap between East and West Germany, preventing the division of the
country, and eliminating social risks. Second, German Reunification meant that the former West German
social security system was completely transplanted to East Germany, and the integration of the social
security system was achieved. The transplant of social security included the transfer of the framework of the
system, benefits, principles and organizational structure, of which the last is particularly critical. Due to the
significant differences in the administration and organizational structure of social security between the
former East and West Germany, it is necessary to extend the existing organizational structure and
administrative system of West Germany to East Germany, and meanwhile innovate social security
administration and services in East Germany. Through the expansion of the existing administrative system
and the establishment of the new system, Germany has achieved the important goal of social security
integration, and promoted the social integration of Germany.

Key words: German unification; social security; organization; transplant; integration
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