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On Differentiated Relief in Britain in the Mid and Late
19th Century

Ding Jianding, Xie Tian
(School of Sociology / Elder Service Research Center, Huazhong University of Science and Technology,
Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: One of the important changes of the English Poor Law during the mid and late 19th century was
the beginning of the implementation of differential relief. During the mid-19th century, Britain began to im-
plement differentiated relief, including sickness relief, child relief and labor relief. From the late 19th centu-
ry to the beginning of the 20th century, differentiated relief further developed in Britain, especially for the
elderly relief, sickness relief and unemployment relief. The implementation of differentiated relief changed
Britain's tradition of providing comprehensive relief and characteristics of the English Poor Law, and be-
came one major reform measure during the late 19th century. It not only provided more direct and targeted
measures for different groups of people and poverty caused by different reasons, but also facilitated the
emergence of the modern social insurance system in Britain.

Key words: differential relief; child relief; old-age elderly relief; sickness relief; unemployment relief
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