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Theoretical Logic and Realization Path of the Publicization of Medical
Expenses for Major Epidemics — Reflections based on
the Major Epidemic of COVID - 19

CAO Xin - bang

(' School of Management Science and Engineering Nanjing University of Information Science and
Technology Nanjing 210044 China)

Abstract: Since the epidemic of COVID —19 occurs it has become a widely debated topic whether the medical expenses of pa—
tients should be borned by individuals social insurance or government finance. The history of human development is a history of fight—
ing against major epidemics. Due to the increasing frequency and the medical expense the major epidemics have become a major social
risk. The non - institutionalization of patients’ medical expenses is not conducive to the public’ s sense of national identity so it is
necessary to establish a public system of medical expenses for major epidemics. The catastrophic characteristics of major epidemics de—
termine that insurance system may be not the best choice to defuse the risk but the externality of health of social members determines
that public finance has an inescapable responsibility that is to say the emergency reserve fund for major epidemics is the available way
to cover the public medical expenses of major epidemics. Therefore the major epidemic emergency reserve fund system should consist
of a financing system dominated by the government and with the participation of the public a pre — plan system combined with peace—
time and wartime and a scientific and reasonable fund management system.
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